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1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
The neighborhood residents of Maple Street and Brooks Street are putting forth this proposal for the 
establishment of a park which will create an aesthetically pleasing visual gateway to one of the town's 
oldest residential neighborhoods. Additionally, it will enhance the appearance of the downtown area and 
create a positive impression on non-residents passing through town. 
 
This proposal has been submitted to and endorsed by the Conservation Commission, suggested by and 
submitted to the Planning Board, submitted to and endorsed by the Department of Public Works, and is 
hereby presented to the Board of Selectpeople for their discussion and action. 

 

2. CONGRUENCE WITH TOWN GOALS AND POLICIES 
 
This proposal and the process used to reach this proposal demonstrates the following Town Policies, as 
set forth in the Town of Maynard Master Plan, 1991-2006: 
 

- Promote coordination between Town departments and between Town Boards, Commissions, 
and Committees in terms of land acquisition and management. 

- In collaboration with the ... Department of Public Works, Conservation Commission, Planning 
Board, and similar bodies, develop management plans ... for specific parcels of Town-owned land.  

- Promote public participation in determining needs, wants, goals, and usage in regards to the 
management of Town-owned lands... 

- Neighborhoods should be prioritized for acquiring additional passive or recreational sites. 
- Coordinate meetings at the neighborhood level to determine the needs and priorities. 
- In collaboration with the Conservation Commission, Department of Public Works, and similar 

departments, commissions, and associations, concentrate efforts on improving the aesthetics of 
both passive and recreational sites. 

 
3. PROPOSED LAND USE 
The neighborhood is proposing the creation of a park at the former railroad right of way located at the 
corner of Maple, Brooks, and Summer Streets. The components of this proposal are as follows: 
 

- Deeding of the land to the Maynard Conservation Commission 
- A perennial flowered park to be created and maintained by a partnership between the Town and 

the Neighborhood residents. 
 
The combination of these two steps will clean up a currently weed-overgrown piece of land while creating 
an aesthetically pleasing visual gateway to one of the town's oldest residential neighborhoods and 
preserving an important buffer zone that distances the residential area from the hustle and bustle of 
commercial activity. 
 
The juxtaposition of this planted greenspace to the downtown area will extend the revitalization effort of 
recent years by enhancing the appearance of downtown Maynard. Its beauty will be enjoyed by residents 
and out of town shoppers alike who pass this busy corner. 
 



4. FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
 
There are three sources of materials needed to create the park: 

- Purchased 
- Donated by the residents 
- Supplied by the Town 

 
Items to be donated by the neighborhood 

- Plants (648 sq. ft. of perennials and seeded wildflowers; 200 sq. ft. of hostas) - site work (soil 
preparation, planting, installation of benches and sign) 

- maintenance (weeding, additional planting, plant moving as necessary) 
 
Items to be supplied by the Department of Public Works: 

- initial site preparation including: 
o removal of accumulated road salt (dumped after street cleaning)  
o site clearing as per plan (specifies what to clear and what to leave) 
o grading 
o delivery of composted loam and bark mulch 
o seeding of edging grass 
o install water spigot from water line 

- periodic mowing of grass edging 
- Create sign 

 
This proposal has been designed to take financial constraints into consideration. As is detailed above, all of 
the heavy machinery needed is available through the Town DPW. Many of the supplies needed 
(mulch, compost) is also readily available through the town at no incremental expense. The neighborhood 
residents are committed to donating the labor, the needed perennials and on-site project management 
activities. The total cost of purchased items has been researched and is estimated to be $1450. This 
proposal calls for the original investment of $1450 to be supplied by the Town. In addition to donating 
plants, materials, time, and labor, the neighborhood residents are committed to raising funds as needed 
for additional plantings. 
 
The park is also designed with attention to maintainability. The plantings are perennial and the choices of 
trees, shrubs, and flowers are hardy, with a resistance to disease. Weeds will be controlled with mulch 
and limited personal attention. A mowing of the grass perimeter would be required a few times during the 
growing season. 
 




